
Vocabulary Progression: EYFS

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Nursery

Changes All Around – My 
Home Amazing Animals – Land or Sea

Journeys Through Time – Summer Holidays

House
Flat

Bungalow
Family

Bedroom
Kitchen

Living room
Bathroom

Street

Land
Sheep

Pig
Cow
Goat

World
Ocean

Sea
Shark
Crab

Dolphin
Jellyfish
Octopus

Holiday
Beach

Sea
Hot

Weather
Sunny
Rainy
Windy
Cloudy
Snow

Reception

Changes All Around – My New 
School Amazing Animals – Hot or Cold

Journeys Through Time – Where Have I 
Been?

Near
Far

Forwards
Backwards

Left
Right
Home
School
Map

Hot
Cold
Same

Different
Penguin

Polar bear
Whale

Walrus
Seal
Tiger
Lion

Monkey
Elephant
Giraffe

Same
Different
Holiday

Near
Far
Car
Bus

Coach
Train
Plane



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Year
1

Local Area Study: Breightmet & 
Bolton

Local Area Study: The UK – Cities, Seas & 
London North West of England – Seaside 

Urban

Rural
Map

Environment
Human
Physical

Town
Village

Country
City
Sea

Cathedral

Coast
Cliff

Beach
Bay
Pier

Harbour
Port

Year 
2

Continents and Oceans
Biomes: Environments Around the 

World Kenya: Comparison with England

Continents
Oceans

Sea

Diverse
Climate

Aquatic environments
Tundra

Temperate forest
Grassland or Savannah

Rainforest
Desert

Taiga / Evergreen forests

African
Wild life
Climate
Drought

Government

Vocabulary Progression: Year 1 & 2



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Year
3

Russia: Polar Region & Tundra 
Biome Navigating our World – Maps Italy – Volcanoes 

Polar regions
Arctic

Antarctic
Glacier

Global warming
Fossil fuel

Permafrost
Iceberg

Map
Atlas

Compass
Digital map

Grid references
National grid

Ordnance survey maps
Map symbols

Volcano
Eruption
Magma

Lava
Dormant

Fault
Tectonic plates

Aftershock
Tsunami

Italy

Year 
4

Rivers: Aquatic Biome and Water 
Cycle Manchester China: Grassland Biome

River
Estuary
Mouth
Source

Meander
Waterfall
Erosion

Deposition
Tributary

Ox bow lake
Delta

Cotton
Industrial Revolution

Trade
Textiles

Manufacture
Transport infrastructure

China
Degradation

Habitat
Manufacture

Trade
Desertification

Vocabulary Progression: Year 3 & 4



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Year
5

Biomes of the World: The Tropical 
Rainforest of the Amazon Basin

North America – the United States of 
America (USA), California and the 

Physical Geography of Earthquakes

World Cities: London

Tropical rainforests
Biodiversity

Emergent layer
Canopy layer

The understorey
The forest floor
Deforestation
Endangered
Extinction

Sustainable

State
Tectonic plate

Plate boundary
Earthquake
Epicentre

Zone
Aftershock

San Andreas fault

Capital city
Landmark

Settlement
Tourism

Year 
6

South America & Brazil
National Parks of the United Kingdom 

(UK)

Favela
Street children

Push factors
Rural

Pull factors
Amazon Basin

The Brazilian Pantanal
Incas

National park
Sustainable tourism

Conservation
Physical geographical features
Human geographical features

Reservoir

Vocabulary Progression: Year 5 & 6


