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At Red Lane we believe that learning should be based on the children’s
interests. We endeavour to make learning active, hands on and most importantly
fun within a play-based curriculum. We recognise that real experiences are vital

and we have developed our curriculum to ensure our children are exposed to
new topics and experiences that they may not have already seen.




Early Years Long Term Topic Overview
2024-2025

Term Topic Title Key Concepts | Year Progression of Knowledge
Group
Autumn 1 Changes all around | Families Under 3 e Settle into a new environment and build relationships with a familiar adult.
me Emotions e Begin to talk about themselves as a person.
Autumn — how trees e Name and point to their head, shoulders, knees and toes.
change/ weather. e Know where their eyes, nose, mouth and cheeks are.
Know where we live —
England. Nursery e Talk about their home and who lives in their house.
o Know that there are lots of different types of houses e.g. flats, bungalows and houses.
o Name the different places in their home e.g. bedroom, kitchen, living room, and
bathroom.
e Understand the concept of first and then
o Develop an understanding of the present time.
e Begin to sequence two familiar events from their day.
e Know what the weather is.
o Experience different types of weather e.g. rain/sun/snow.
o Name different types of weather.
Reception e Name the 4 seasons
e Observe changes to plants and trees during each season.
e Know that our day is sequenced and things happen in a particular order
e Talk about what has already happened and what will come next.
e  Use the language of before, this morning and after.
e Understand the places within their own classroom and school.
o Identify their own school on a local map and draw their own map of the classroom.
e  Use positional vocabulary such as near, far, forwards and backwards, left and right to
describe position.
Autumn 2 Let’s celebrate Halloween, Bonfire Under 3 e  Experience simple traditions
Night, Diwali, e Carve pumpkins for Halloween,
Remembrance Day, e Make firework pictures for bonfire night
Advent & Nativity e Read non-fiction books about Diwali
e Play with poppies for remembrance day




Decorate the Christmas tree with baubles.

Nursery

Knowing how to stay safe when celebrating key festivals

Talk about stranger danger when trick or treating

Know how to hold a sparkler safely.

Recognise how dangerous fireworks can be.

Discuss fire safety around the home e.g. lighting of candles for divali.

Reception

Name simple festivals which are celebrated in the UK e.g. Halloween, bonfire night,
Remembrance Day.

Talk about some religious and cultural communities e.g. Hindus celebrate Diwali and
Christians celebrate Christmas.

Know which festivals take place in this country

Understand other people’s beliefs.

Draw on their own experiences of religious and cultural communities in this country and
what has been read in class.

Know some similarities and differences between different festivals.

Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others.

Spring 1

Amazing animals

Animals

Winter weather-
hot&cold/ice.
Antarctica ‘v’ Arctic
Chinese new year
Observe different
animal

Under 3

Name some farm animals including sheep, pig, goat, cow, duck and a chicken.
Know what noises each farm animal makes e.g. baa, oink, bleat, moo, quack and cluck.
Can join in with the song Old Macdonald had a farm.

Nursery

Know which animals live on the land

Know which animals live in the sea.

Talk about the differences land and sea animals.
Know that animals were once babies

Name animals and their young.

Use the language of first and then

Know what floating is.

Know what sinking is.

Name some items which float and some which sink.

Reception

Hot and cold places/ seasonal changes

Name the 4 seasons

Observe changes to plants and trees during each season.

Know what a solid and liquid is.

Know that ice will melt and become water when it is heated.

Know that water can freeze and becomes ice when it is frozen.

Know which animals live in hot places and which animals live in cold places and why.
Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other
countries.

Talk about the differences in weather in hot and cold places.

Spring 2

Traditional tales

Traditional and
Alternative tales
Fables and morals

Under 3

Read some traditional tales — the 3 little pigs, the enormous turnip and the ugly duckling.
Enjoy sharing stories with a familiar adult.
Show excitement and enjoyment from reading a story




Talk about the past. Nursery e Read some traditional tales — Cinderella, goldilocks and the 3 billy goats gruff
e Name some familiar traditional tales e.g. Cinderella, Goldilocks and the 3 bears and the
3 Billy Goats Gruff.
e Join in with a repeated refrain.
e Begin to talk about the beginning, middle and end of a familiar story.
e  Sequence traditional tales
e Use the language of first, then, next.
Reception e Read some traditional tales - the little red hen, hansel and Gretel and compare them to
other traditional tales.
o Read some alternative versions of the traditional tales they have read.
e Fables and morals — the boy who cried wolf, the tortoise and the hare and the lion and
the mouse
e Know that traditional tales are stories which have been passed on from generation to
generation.
e Traditional tales have been around for a very long time.
e Talk about the setting in each story
e Name the key characters in the story
e Know that fables usually have a moral
e Know that a moral is a lesson we can apply to our own life.
Summer 1 Grow with me Spring/weather Under 3 o Name 3 fruits — apple, banana, orange.
Planting e Name 3 vegetables — carrot, potato and peas.
Being fit and healthy e Experience tasting different fruit and vegetables.
Life cyc_les of Nursery e  Observing plants
WS al e s e Observe plants in their environment growing
Minibeasts
e Know that a plant needs water to grow.
e Help to care for their plants by helping adults to water them.
e Know how to keep themselves healthy.
e Know that fruit and vegetables are healthy foods.
Reception e Minibeasts and their habitats/ Lifecycles/ Seasonal changes
e Name the 4 seasons
e Observe changes to plants and trees during each season.
e Know what a habitat is
o Name some minibeasts and their habitats.
e Know that the time before now is called the past.
e Know what a life cycle is.
e Talk about how frogs and butterflies were tadpoles and caterpillars in the past.
e Describe how they have changed over time from a baby to a child.
e Talk about healthy and unhealthy foods which help us to grow bigger.
e Know that it’s important to look after our teeth.
Summer 2 Journeys through Adventures and Under 3 e Name simple modes of transport — car, bike, walk, boat

time

journeys

Know the sounds that different transport make.




Summer/ weather

Nursery

Knowing where people go on their summer holidays.

Talk about places they may visit on holiday.

Describe the weather on holiday.

Talk about places they may visit on holiday.

e Recognise the future has not happened yet.

Distinguish between different means of transport — land, air and water.

Share stories about
summer.
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Autumn 1
ong Term Plan

Changes all around me

This topic focuses upon changes. Transition is a huge part of this topic and
children are supported to settle in their new school and classroom. Children
will begin to recognise themselves as a person and identify key body parts.



Term Autumn 1

Key Question Changes all around me
Key Concept to learn and remember e  Settle into a new environment and build relationships with a familiar
adult.

e Begin to talk about themselves as a person.
e Name and point to their head, shoulders, knees and toes.
e  Know where their eyes, nose, mouth and cheeks are.

Texts — Story Time My Mum

Owl Babies

The owl who was afraid of the dark
There was a lady

Touch and feel fall

Leaf Man
Rhyme Time Session Heads Shoulders Knees and Toes
Key experiences Bring in photos of themselves to display in the room.
Go on an autumn walk and explore autumnal objects.
Prime Areas
PSED Develop Eye Contact for short periods of time
Communication and Language Language through literacy programme

Focus on eye contact activities to engage children. Encourage them to look at you
and give eye contact for short periods of time.

Vocabulary Development Please see Vocabulary Progression Document.

Physical Development Gross Motor Fine Motor

Sit unsupported in seated position on the | Develop Eye contact for short period of
carpet. time
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Autumn 2
ong Term Plan

Let’s celebrate

This topic focuses upon some religious and cultural festivals which take place in
this country. The children will begin to experience some of these traditions
within this unit.



Term

Autumn 2

Key Question

Lets celebrate

Key Concept to learn and remember

e Experience simple traditions

Carve pumpkins for Halloween,

Make firework pictures for bonfire night
Read non-fiction books about Diwali
Play with poppies for remembrance day
Decorate the Christmas tree with baubles.

Texts — Story Time

Peppa’s pumpkin party
Spot’s spooky fun
Divali

That’s not my snowman
Spot’s first Christmas
Mog’s Christmas

Rhyme Time Session

Twinkle Twinkle Little Star

Key experiences

Provide open pumpkins for the children to explore.
Decorate the room with Christmas decorations.

Prime Areas

PSED

Sit for short periods of time and listen to the speaker.

Communication and Language

Language through literacy programme
Focus on eye contact activities to engage children. Encourage them to look at you
and give eye contact for short periods of time.

Vocabulary Development

Please see Vocabulary Progression Document.

Physical Development

Gross Motor Fine Motor

Roll over from front to back and then Drink from a cup without a lid
back to front
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Spring 1
ong Term Plan

Amazing animals

This topic focuses upon developing the children’s knowledge of different
animals around the world. Children will begin to explore animals that live on
the land and animals that live in the sea. This builds on their understanding of

farm animals. Children will also explore animals and their young using the
language of first and then.

Term Spring 1
pring




Key Question

Amazing animals

Key Concept to learn and remember

e Name some farm animals including sheep, pig, goat, cow, duck and a
chicken.

e Know what noises each farm animal makes e.g. baa, oink, bleat, moo,
quack and cluck.

e Can join in with the song Old Macdonald had a farm.

Texts — Story Time

Farmer duck

Who’s on the farm?
Farmyard hullaboo
Higgly Hen

Noisy Farm

A squash and a squeeze

Rhyme Time Session

Old Macdonald

Key experiences

Invite a farmer into school with his animals.

Prime Areas

PSED

Develop turn taking skills — roll a ball back and forth using “my turn, your turn.”

Communication and Language

Language through literacy programme

Develop turn taking skills. Use the activities to support children’s social skills and
enable them to take turns. Use vocabulary of RWI “my turn, your turn” alongside
the actions of MTYT.

Vocabulary Development

Please see Vocabulary Progression Document.

Physical Development

Gross Motor Fine Motor

Walk, run and jump independently. Use a palmar grasp to hold and pass

objects from hand to hand.
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Spring 2
| ong Term Plan

Traditional tales

This topic focuses upon reading and sharing traditional tales and fables.
Children will share a variety of traditional tales including Cinderella,
Goldilocks and the three bears and the three billy goats gruff. The children
will begin to sequence stories using the language of time.

| Term Spring 2




Key Question Traditional tales

Key Concept to learn and e Read some traditional tales — the 3 little pigs, the enormous turnip
remember and the ugly duckling.

e Enjoy sharing stories with a familiar adult.

e Show excitement and enjoyment from reading a story

Texts — Story Time 3 Billy Goats Gruff
3 Little Pigs
Goldilocks
Chicken Licken
The ugly duckling
My first Ramadam

Rhyme Time Session Humpty Dumpty
Key experiences Enjoy a bowl of porridge with the 3 little bears!
Prime Areas

PSED Begin to encourage children to use the toilet/ potty.
Communication and Language Language through literacy programme

Develop children’s ability to listen and attend to what they have heard.
Vocabulary Development Please see Vocabulary Progression Document.
Physical Development Gross Motor Fine Motor

Clap and stamp to music Begin to explore mark making tools.
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Summer 1
ong Term Plan

Grow with me

This topic focuses upon developing children’s observational skills. Children
begin to explore the garden outside and notice plants and trees that are
beginning to grow. The children will help adults to water the plants
knowing that plants need water to grow. They will also consider how they
grow and what they need to be healthy. This includes talking about eating
fruit and vegetables which are healthy.

Term Summer 1
Key Question Grow with me
Key Concept to learn and e Name 3 fruits — apple, banana, orange.
remember e Name 3 vegetables — carrot, potato and peas.
e  Experience tasting different fruit and vegetables.

Texts — Story Time Sunflower seeds

Sam plants a sunflower

Ten seeds

Kitchen Disco

I don’t want to wash my hands

Have you seen my potty

Rhyme Time Session Row Row Row your boat

Key experiences Watch sunflowers begin to grow in the outdoor area.
Prime Areas




PSED

Encourage children to wash their hands in the bathroom.

Communication and Language

Language through literacy programme

Develop turn taking skills. Use the activities to support children’s social skills
and enable them to take turns. Use vocabulary of RWI “my turn, your turn”
alongside the actions of MTYT.

Vocabulary Development

Please see Vocabulary Progression Document.

Physical Development

Gross Motor Fine Motor

Negotiate space fitting themselves Begin to help with dressing.
into small spaces such as tunnels,
dens and boxes.
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Summer 2
ong Term Plan

Journeys through time

This topic focuses upon developing children’s understanding of the future tense.
Children will use their knowledge of the present to talk about where they are
going to go on their summer holidays. The children will talk about the weather
on holiday and how it is different to our country. Different means of transport
will be explored and links to land, air and water will be made.



Term

Summer 2

Key Question

Journeys through time

Key Concept to learn and remember

e Name simple modes of transport — car, bike, walk, boat
e Know the sounds that different transport make.
e Observe different types of transport from the school grounds.

Texts — Story Time

Duck in a truck

Look inside things that go

The journey home from grandpa’s
The train ride

On the way home

My first touch and feel — Beach

Rhyme Time Session

The Wheels on the Bus

Key experiences

Create a mini-beach with sand and water trays outside for the children to explore
with all their bodies!

Prime Areas

PSED

Begin to encourage children to use the toilet/ potty.

Communication and Language

Language through literacy programme
Develop children’s ability to listen and attend to what they have heard.

Develop listening and attention skills using ready, steady, stop — use body
percussion patterns for children to copy.

Vocabulary Development

Please see VVocabulary Progression Document.

Physical Development

Gross Motor Fine Motor

Use large muscle movements e.g.
waving, kicking and rolling.

Begin to make marks — scribbles using
a palmar grasp.




